SCHOOLDAYS
and even the strict Customs officer had a taste of
them too!
The  Wars of the 'Fifties and 'Sixties
Of course as a boy I was keenly interested in
war; that was part of one's education in those
days. During my childhood and youth there were
several wars.
In the year 1859 a fellow came back to our
village from the war in Italy: he had got a frost-
bitten foot there: I listened breathlessly to the tales of
his vicissitudes. He had got the politics of it all
very mixed: clearly he did not know with whom
he had been fighting or why.
Then in 1863 there was the Polish rebellion
against Russia. I was reading the newspapers by
then, when I could get hold of them: I was a fierce
partisan of the Poles. Several Polish rebels were
interned in Olomouc, among them was the Polish
woman adjutant Pustowojtowna, and all sorts of
legends were current about them in our parts.
For some time afterwards \ was on the look-out
for novels and "shockers" about the Polish rebel-
lion. I had my head full of it all. Later I gave some
lessons to a fellow-student who was born in Poland,
and he told me a lot more about it: at that time I
began to learn Polish.